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International Students
at the Fairfax Christian School

Founded in 1961, the Fairfax Christian School hosts the Washington, D.C., area’s
premier international student program for lower, middle and high school students. 
Located just twenty-five minutes from downtown Washington, D.C., the Fairfax 
Christian School campus is located on an enchanting wooded campus in the heart of 
America’s wealthiest jurisdictions, Fairfax and Loudoun Counties.
     The Fairfax Christian School’s international student program is unique. Our English 
as a Second Language (ESL) program uses a university-prep curriculum. 

Students go beyond the basics taught in a standard English language program. 

     At the Fairfax Christian School, students receive an intensive, comprehensive 
curriculum that ensures students read, write and speak at a university level. Students 
take TOEFL-prep classes and Advanced Placement (AP) classes for university credit.

Fairfax Christian School’s international students receive a foundation that 
makes them well prepared to enter and compete in America’s top universities.

     
     The Fairfax Christian School is also the home of USA Compete. Students can take 
classes in American Culture (including etiquette) and American Economic Freedom. 
This allows students to explore and develop a foundation far beyond a standard ESL 
program. Students will assimilate quickly into American life and gain cultural 
knowledge that will enable them to thrive in American university systems.



The Fairfax Christian School offers a vast array of English classes that allow each student to 
have a customized program that ensures skills are mastered. Once students complete or place 
out of the ESL classes, they take honors and Advanced Placement (AP) classes with our 
American students.
     International students take comprehensive placement tests when they arrive at the Fairfax 
Christian School. They are then placed in the appropriate classes for their ESL courses in 
reading, writing and speech. Students are placed in science, history and Bible classes based on 
their reading and comprehension level.
     Placement tests in mathematics are also given. Students take their mathematics classes with 
the American students. These include classes in basic arithmetic, Pre-Algebra, Algebra 1, 
Algebra 2, Geometry, Advanced Mathematics (Pre-Calculus, Functions, Analytical Geometry) , 
AP Calculus BC and Linear Algebra.
     Required courses in physical education and electives of the student’s choice are taken with 
the American students.

ESL Courses Offered
Reading with Phonics (Levels One through Level Six)
Students begin with basic phonics, a systematic approach to the English language, and focus 
on comprehension with oral and silent reading. Spelling and vocabulary are integrated into the 
program. Level six is equal to university level reading.

Grammar and Writing (Levels One through Level Six)
Students begin with basic grammar skills and end with complex research and writing practice 
that will prepare them to complete research papers and creative writing assignments at a 
university level.

Speech (Levels One through Level Four)
Proper pronunciation and diction are emphasized in these courses which include oral drill, 
oral presentation and oral debate. Students are taught to express themselves and make oral 
arguments in English.
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English as a Second Language Program



ESL Bible – The Foundation of Western Civilization
Students are not required to be Christians to attend the Fairfax Christian School. This 
introductory course, taught for students with limited skills, gives international students a 
working knowledge of the Bible. Students learn Biblical principles that influence western 
thinking.

ESL History
This course, taught for students with limited English skills, allows ESL students to begin to 
explore both American and world history from an American perspective. Students are given a 
foundation that will help them better understand American history and culture as it relates to 
domestic and global issues.

ESL Science
This course is designed for students with limited English skills. Students can study science 
with hands-on classes. This allows students who do not yet have their English skills on grade 
level to take science and have a solid introduction to an American-style science class. Students 
also learn science from a historical perspective, which will help them better comprehend 
university-level science curricula.

TOEFL Prep (Level One and Level Two)
This course prepares students for the TOEFL iBT examination (Test of English as a Foreign 
Language). This exam is required for international students for admission into top English-
speaking universities worldwide. These classes have an intensive review of reading 
comprehension, vocabulary with idioms and Greek and Latin roots. They also teach writing 
and speaking skills.

American Culture
In this course on cultural literacy, students gain a competitive advantage by having a working 
knowledge of American culture. Students review the highlights of American history and 
geography and understand the fundamentals of American politics, sports, art, music and 
customs – especially those which are referenced most in popular culture. They learn what 
movies and television shows to watch and why they will improve their cultural literacy. They 
also have a comprehensive study of American etiquette.

American Economic Freedom
The free market is the foundation of American Economic Freedom. Students study the basic 
economic principles that have led to the success of the American system. Students learn to 
write business and marketing plans and to complete interactive projects.

After students complete or place out of ESL courses, they take courses with our American students. 
Students must score 90 or higher on the TOEFL iBT to complete the ESL program.  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Frequently Asked Questions 
for International Students

What is ESL?
ESL is an acronym for English as a Second Language. You may also see the acronym ESOL 
(English for Speakers of Other Languages). In America, both terms are used interchangeably to 
describe an English language program.

Why is Fairfax Christian School’s ESL program different?
Unlike most ESL programs, which teach students the minimum amount of English to function, 
the Fairfax Christian School has a university-prep ESL program that prepares our students 
with university-level English.
     The Fairfax Christian School also offers courses in TOEFL prep, American Culture, 
American Economic Freedom and the Advanced Placement (AP) Program, where students can 
take university-level classes for university credit while attending the Fairfax Christian School.

Which students are in the program?
Our intensive, comprehensive ESL program enables Middle and High School students to work 
at a university level. Because the Fairfax Christian School is a university-prep school, students 
can begin to take university level classes in 9th grade.

What are the International Student Fees?
Students enrolled in our ESL program pay an ESL fee for their first two years at FCS. Because 
ESL classes are small (usually 3-8 students) with individualized attention, the Fairfax Christian 
School employs extra staff to ensure our ESL students are quickly learning English.  

Do I need SLEP or TOEFL testing?
International acceptance is based on academic performance. Students do not need to take a 
SLEP or TOEFL test to be accepted. Placement tests are taken at the Fairfax Christian School 
once the student has arrived.
     For an international student to place out of all English as a Second Language (ESL) classes 
and have the ESL fee waived, proof of a score of 90 or higher on the TOEFL iBT must be 
submitted with the application.

Who are the ESL teachers?
The Fairfax Christian School ESL teachers all have university degrees and are trained to teach 
our university-prep ESL program. Continuing education is required of all FCS teachers.  
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Where do I live?
International students may live with family members in the area or live with a homestay 
family. The Fairfax Christian School can help facilitate homestay arrangements. Homestay 
families usually charge families directly per month, depending on the needs of the student.  
For more information on our Homestay Boarding Program, please contact the school office.

Who attends the international student program?
Students from around the world come to the Fairfax Christian School to master their English 
skills to a level which ensures them acceptance in top American universities. Their parents 
may be employed at foreign embassies in Washington, D.C., the World Bank, the International 
Monetary Fund, the United Nations, and international businesses located in the Washington, 
D.C., area. Students also come from abroad on F-1 student visas.

When can I begin classes?
The Fairfax Christian School offers a rolling admissions process for international students.   
Students may begin classes at any time during the school year. The FCS school year begins in 
September. The spring semester is also a popular time for international students to begin 
classes. The spring semester begins in January. There are also one or two four-week intensive 
English summer sessions in July/August.

What does an international student’s schedule look like?
Each student’s schedule will be unique depending on individual academic needs. Assessment 
tests are given when the student first comes to the Fairfax Christian School to determine initial 
placement.  
     Here are two sample schedules:
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Period New 9th Grade Student 
with limited English

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8

ESL Reading
ESL Grammar
Algebra 2
ESL Bible
ESL History
Lunch
ESL Science
ESL Speech
Physical Education

Period 11th Grade student 
with advanced English

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8

AP Calculus
AP Physics
Old Testament Bible
TOEFL
AP Literature
Lunch
AP World History
AP Economics
American Culture



Reading & Phonics Writing & Grammar Speech

Level One Recognition of vowels and 
consonants

Sounding of blends, one- and 
two-vowel words and words 
with special sounds

Phonics rules and sight words
Spelling
Vocabulary
Oral reading
Reading comprehension
Listening

Capitalization 
Punctuation 
Alphabetizing
Writing complete sentences
Writing short stories 
Creative writing
Manuscript

Word drills
Oral reading
Poems memorized
Everyday speech
Listening
Conversation 
American pronunciation

Level Two Phonics rules and sight words
Words using suffixes, prefixes, 

syllables, compound words, 
rhyming words, opposite 
words, same meaning words 
and contractions

Spelling
Vocabulary
Oral reading 
Reading comprehension
Listening

Word usage rules 
Parts of speech
Sentence structure
Writing short stories 
Creative writing
Writing letters 
Cursive writing 

Word drills
Poems memorized
Everyday speech
Listening
Conversation 
American pronunciation

Level Three Phonics rules and sight words
Spelling
Vocabulary
Oral reading 
Reading comprehension 
Speed reading 
Dictionary skills
Recognition of antonyms, 

homonyms and synonyms
Writing book reports
Correct use of difficult words
Reading with meaning 
Listening

Writing process
Punctuation and capitalization
Parts of speech
Word usage 
Forming plurals and common 

contractions
Sentence structure
Writing short stories 
Creative writing
Writing letters
Writing reports
Diagraming verbs, nouns, 

pronouns, adjectives & adverbs

Word drills
Poems memorized 
Speeches memorized 
Everyday speech
Listening
Conversation 
Interpretation
Monologues 
American pronunciation
Storytelling 
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Level Four Oral reading
Spelling
Vocabulary
Reading comprehension 
Speed reading 
Writing book reports
Reading with meaning 
Listening

Writing process
Punctuation and capitalization
Parts of speech
Word usage 
Forming plurals and common 

contractions
Sentence structure
Writing short stories 
Creative writing
Writing letters
Writing reports
Diagraming sentences
Writing journals

Everyday speech
Debate
Conversation
Parliamentary procedure
American pronunciation
Interpretation
Declamations
Storytelling 
Extemporaneous speech

Level Five Oral reading
Spelling
Vocabulary
Reading comprehension 
Speed reading 
Literature
Writing book reports
Reading with meaning 
Idioms
Listening

Grammar
Capitalization rules 
Punctuation rules 
Diagraming sentences
Sentence structure
Composition
Writing process 
Summaries
Research papers
Writing style 
Letter writing

Level Six Oral reading
Spelling
Vocabulary
Reading comprehension 
Speed reading 
Literature
Writing book reports
Reading with meaning 
Idioms
Listening

Grammar review
Research skills
Composition
Poetry
Essay
Character sketches
Extemporaneous writing

Reading & Phonics Writing & Grammar Speech
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The Fairfax Christian School 
1624 Hunter Mill Road ● Vienna, Virginia 22182 

Phone: 703-759-5100 Fax: 703-759-2143 
www.FairfaxChristianSchool.com 
info@FairfaxChristianSchool.com�

TOEFL Level One Vocabulary
Greek and Latin roots
Reading comprehension 
Speed reading 
Grammar skills
Writing for TOEFL testing

American pronunciation
Speech
Listening
Idioms
TOEFL test taking skills

TOEFL Level Two Extended vocabulary
Greek and Latin roots
Reading comprehension 
Speed reading 
Grammar review
Writing for TOEFL testing

American pronunciation
Speech
Listening
Idioms
TOEFL test taking skills


