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Spring 2018

We are moving this summer!
Since 1961, the Fairfax Christian School has 
had a commitment to academic excellence. It 
is our mission to create scholars and to give 
our students a competitive advantage which 
will last their lifetime. Our graduates attend 
top universities in the United States and 
around the globe.

To carry our mission into the 21st century 
and broaden opportunities for our students, 
we are building a new state–of–the–art 
campus in Dulles, Virginia. The new 
campus, with space for more than four 
hundred students, will feature large, light–
filled classrooms; science labs; computer, art 
and music rooms; a spacious multimedia 
library as well as a performance hall with 
flexible space that seats up to four hundred 
people. Sports facilities will include a large 
gymnasium, locker rooms, a playground 
and athletic fields. The campus also will 
feature more than five acres of undisturbed 
park–like land, with a tranquil babbling 
brook. The school will relocate to our new 
campus and begin classes on September 5, 
2018. Applications for 2018 are being 
accepted now. 

Construction is progressing nicely, and we 
are able to host hard hat tours of the site. If 
you would like to join us for a tour, please 
visit the Welcome page in the Admissions 
section of our website and click on 
“Schedule a Tour.”
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News & Events 
Biology students will go on a field trip to Hidden Pond Park 
on Tuesday, May 1.

The school’s annual Spring Musical will be on Thursday, May 
3, featuring the Drama Club with Lower School students, 
from 7:00 – 8:00 pm at RPC. 

The Concert Band will perform for Sunrise Assisted Living on 
Friday, May 4.

Mrs. Marrs’s & Mrs. VanZandt’s classes will go on a field trip 
to Heritage Farm on Tuesday, May 8.

Mrs. Wilhelm’s & Dr. Lochbihler’s classes will go on a field 
trip to George Mason University’s Center for the Arts on 
Wednesday, May 9, to see a performance of Charlotte’s Web.

AP exams are the first two weeks of May. Please see the 
College Board Website for specific test dates.

The Fife and Drum Corps, Music Ensemble and Concert Band 
will perform at the Concert on the Green on Friday, May 18,

from 1:00 – 2:30 pm. Family and friends are welcome. 

Middle and High School students are invited to go to Kings 
Dominion on Saturday, May 19. Space is limited, please 
contact the Main Office for additional information.

AP U.S. History class will go on a field trip to Harpers Ferry, 
West Virginia, on Tuesday, May 22. 

AP World History and World History classes will go on a 
field trip to Marshall House on Thursday, May 24. 

The school Will Be Open for Memorial Day, Monday, May 
28. Classes will be in session according to our regular 
schedule.

Friends and family of the Class of 2018 are invited to the 
Senior Graduation on Thursday, May 31, from 7:00 – 8:00 pm 
at Hidden Creek Country Club.

The last day of school will be Wednesday, June 6.

Summer is just around the 
corner! As many of you 
know, rising Third through 
Twelfth Grade students are 
expected to participate in 
the school’s summer 
reading program.

Our students can earn extra 
credit in their English class 
by completing up to four 
book reports. Each report turned in 
at the beginning of the school year 
counts as five extra credit points for 
one quarter.

Each book report should show that 
the student understood the book. 
Rising Third through Sixth Grade 
students should write a 200-word 
book report. Rising Seventh through 
Twelfth Grade students are required 
to write 500 words. All book reports 
should include information on

the setting, time period, 
characters and plot, as well as 
the student’s opinion of the book 
as a whole.

Reading helps students avoid 
learning loss over vacation and 
prepare for the academic rigors 
of the next school year. Students 
who read consistently at an 
appropriate challenge level often 
experience a “learning leap” at 
the start of the next school year.

A good book helps to pass 
the time on long car trips 
and plane rides. Physical 
copies of books give 
students a more “hands-on” 
reading experience; e-books 
are available on many 
platforms and frequently 
offer in-app features such as 
dictionaries and digital 
highlighting or bookmarks.

Read to learn and read for fun! 
It’s the easiest way to get ahead 
for the 2018–2019 school year.
 
 
 

2018-19 English Courses
English Foundations (7th–8th)

American Literature (9th–10th)
Styles in Literature (11th–12th)

Plan Your Summer Reading



 ! .3

Fife & Drum Corps at Mount Vernon

We Hosted Our  
Spring Ball In Honor of

the Class of 2018

On April 16, our Fife and Drum Corps visited 
Mount Vernon, the historic home of George 
Washington. While there, the students took 
insightful tours of the mansion and museum, 
connecting with American history. After touring 
Mount Vernon, the students had the privilege of 
performing outside on the lawn in front of the 
mansion. Visitors were thrilled as we enjoyed 
the opportunity to give back to the community.
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Spring Festival

School Science Fair

Students in the AP Chinese class, 
Chinese Club and Music Ensemble 
organized and performed in our 
annual Spring Festival for the 
celebration of the Lunar New Year. 
Students developed the program, 
including a drama to introduce a 
Chinese fairy tale about the 
celebration of the New Year, 
performed a Chinese nursery rhyme 
and a Chinese song, a martial arts 
demonstration and a lion dance. We 
had a wonderful time celebrating the 
Chinese New Year.

On Wednesday, April 3, the Fairfax 
Christian School hosted its annual 
Science Fair. After hours of careful 
planning and hard work, the students 
presented their results. Experiments 
ranged from luminescent flowers to 
energy efficient solar panels. This 
event offered students hands–on 
engagement in the scientific process. 
Whether testing a hypothesis, 
outlining a procedure or compiling 
results, participants were called upon 
to marshal their knowledge in fresh 
ways. This year’s judges were 
enthusiastic about the quality and 
dedication demonstrated in 
each project.
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Engineering Club Trip to iFly

Speech & Debate Trip to Wolf Trap
In April, the Speech & Debate class visited Wolf Trap Center for the Performing Arts. This gave them the 
opportunity to learn about the inner workings of the backstage from the dressing room and stage management to 
the control of sound for an audience. The students were able to stand center stage and look out at the empty seats 
while considering how performers must not only feel, but how they must project themselves and their voices.

The FCS Engineering Club visited iFLY to experience the physics of flight. In March, they had a hands-on lab 
with our AP Physics teacher, Mr. McElfresh, to study the science behind the wind tunnel. While at iFLY, they 
met with an experienced flight instructor who went through the steps of how to keep balance in flight. Then 

they had the opportunity to apply 
what they had learned by flying in 
the wind tunnel. 
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Engaging Lecturers

On February  20, our Fife and Drum Corps heralded 
the opening of a very special birthday celebration 
hosted by our Lower School to honor our nation’s 
first president.  Living historians portraying 
President Washington, joined by his granddaughter, 
Nelly Custis and our nation’s fourth president, 
James Madison, took our students on a journey 
through time. President Washington entertained all 
the guests with stories from his childhood and 
shared some of the valuable lessons he learned from 
his father. President Madison challenged our 
students to study the 
Constitution and always 
strive to be good citizens.  
Everyone joined in as 
we sang “Happy 
Birthday, Mr. President.” 
The cake was delicious!

Dr. Albert Yu is a computational biologist specializing in 
microbial and human genomics analysis for a variety of 
human diseases. He gave a presentation on human 
microbiome, which is the collection of microorganisms 
living in the human body. He explained that a delicate 
balance of the composition of microbial community has a 
great impact on human health. With further research, 
scientists are able to find the specific characterization of 
the host–microbiome interaction, which in turn could have 
diagnostic, therapeutic and preventive implications for 
diseases and health in general.

On February 28, our Middle School students enjoyed 
having Mr. Dave Woodruff as a guest lecturer. Mr. 
Woodruff worked in the banking and financial services 
industry for more than thirty–seven years, including 
thirty–two of those with Visa. He gave a quick overview of 
the history of banking, credit and current trends in the 
market. He concluded with a question and answer session 
and encouraged the class to continue to work hard in 
school so that they could achieve their academic goals. We 
are grateful to Mr. Woodruff for his time and words of 
encouragement.
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Cardinals in Flight
Laying the Foundation  

for Success
Marissa Martin, a rising 
Sophomore here at FCS, applied 
to the National Student 
Leadership Conference Camp 
for Medicine and Health Care at 
Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville, Tennessee, this 
summer. Medicine is Marissa’s 
passion and the field she wants 
to pursue for her education and 
career. She has been informed 
that she was accepted to this 
very selective camp. We are 
proud of her performance and 
determination.

First Hand Experience to
Last a Lifetime

Patrick Young's Boy Scout Troop 
964 attended the Supreme Court 
and witnessed a hearing on a 
National Right to Work case on 
Monday, Feb 26, 2018. This 
exposure has given him a broader 
understanding of our legal system, 
assisting him as he works toward 
earning his Law Merit badge. 
Patrick has brought his experience 
with the Boy Scouts to bear here at 
the Fairfax Christian School, 
serving in the color guard of our 
Colonial Fife & Drum Corps. Well 
done, Patrick!

Spotlight The Arts
This event celebrating 
the arts has been a 
tradition at the school 
for a long time. The 
program features the 
different divisions of 
our Music and Arts 
programs: Lower 
School Recorder 
Choir, Middle School 
Concert Band, Fife & 
Drum Corps and 
Music Ensemble! In 
addition, solo piano 
performances were 
given by students 
from Middle and 
High School.  Along 
with the Performing 
Arts, we hosted our 
annual Art Contest 
featuring original 
pieces by students 
across all grades.
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On Friday, May 11, Eliana Marrs, 
FCS Class of ’14, will graduate 
from Virginia Tech with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Human 
Development. 

Eliana has been accepted to the 
School of Education at the College 
of William & Mary in 
Williamsburg, Virginia, where she 
will work toward obtaining a 
Master of Arts in Education with an 
emphasis on ESL and Bilingual 
education. 

Eliana regards her time at Fairfax 
Christian School as both critical in 

her academic development and a 
key contributing factor in 
determining her field of study. 
She is honored to be the recipient of 
irreplaceable lessons passed down 
by mentors and teachers at FCS, 
which have prepared her with the 
drive to succeed that she possesses 
today. 

Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Marrs, 
are teachers at the Fairfax Christian 
School, and are so proud of their 
daughter as she ventures into this 
exciting new chapter. 

Alumni Feature: Eliana Marrs

Staff Spotlight: Miss Rosemary Thoburn
2014-15 school year. Before that, 
she taught World History, AP U.S. 
History and several ESL courses. 
She also represents the school 
locally and internationally.

As the Fairfax Christian School 
Dean of Students, Miss Thoburn 
works with students and parents to 
improve their overall school 
experience. One of her favorite 
duties is encouraging the joy of 
learning inside and outside of the 
classroom through special events. 
She organizes school clubs, field 
trips, guest speakers and 
performances with the hope of 
seeing students step up to new 
challenges and have what she calls, 
“lightbulb moments.” She has also 
planned fun school trips to

Washington, D.C., Hershey Park, 
King’s Dominion and even 
Disney World.

Miss Thoburn’s favorite aspects of 
FCS are its pursuit of values, an 
invested interest in every student’s 
individual gifts and talents and its 
uncompromising pursuit of 
quality. These traits have remained 
true since the founding of the 
school back in 1961. She finds it 
deeply rewarding to see students 
and parents excited about being a 
part of the FCS community. She is 
looking forward to continuing the 
school’s legacy on the new campus 
with the greater opportunities it 
will provide for the next 
generation of FCS students. 

Miss Rosemary Thoburn, Class of 
’08, is our Dean of Students. She is 
the granddaughter of the school’s 
founders and has worked for the 
school in various capacities for 
thirteen years. She served as the 
Dean of Academics for the
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