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Winter 2018

Performing in the Community
Our A Cappella Choir and our Fife and Drum Corps performed Christmas carols and other arrangements at 
Reston Town Center on Wednesday, December 6. They entertained smiling passers–by, parents and even a 
Fife & Drum Corps alumnus. Performances were given in various locations: around the Christmas tree, in 
front of the movie theater, at the entrance to the Promenade and by the ice rink.



  !  2

News & Events 
The Mathcounts’ local chapter competition will be 
held on Saturday, February 3. Participating students in 
grades 6 – 8 should contact Mr. Darden. 

Skate Night will be at Reston Town Center on 
Wednesday, February 7. All parents, guardians and 
students are invited. 

The History Bee & Bowl regional competitions will be 
held on Saturday, February 10. Participating students 
should contact Miss Thoburn.

Our Spring Festival, in honor of the Chinese New Year, 
will be held on Friday, February 16, at Reston 
Presbyterian Church. Parents are welcome to attend.

We will be closed in recognition of Presidents Day  
on Monday, February 19.

PSAT Testing for 10th Grade students is scheduled for 
Tuesday, March 6.

The academic 3rd Quarter ends on Friday, March 16. 
The actual date could be affected by snow days.

Our Spelling Bee winner, Yilin Tan, will be  
competing in the Fairfax County Spelling Bee on 
Sunday, March 18.

The school will be closed for Easter Vacation from 
Monday, March 26 through Monday, April 2. Classes 
will resume on Tuesday, April 3.

The Science Fair will be held on Wednesday,  
April 4. Please contact Miss Thoburn for details or 
instructions for participating in the contest. 

Welcome Judith Snowden
Mrs. Snowden is our Dean of 
Academics for the Lower School. 
Her experience in education and 
enrollment will assist us in taking 
on the challenges associated with  
better supporting our students 
and parents while our school  
is growing. 

Mrs. Snowden has served as a 
teacher and educational leader for 
more than forty years, mostly in 
three successful private schools in 
the Washington, D.C., area. She 
and her husband are recognized 
by educators in our community 
as an effective team that excels in 
establishing, building and 
managing highly successful 
private Christian schools.

After starting her career in the 
late 1960’s as a teacher at Gold 

Coast Christian School in Ft. 
Lauderdale, Florida, the 
Snowdens relocated to the D.C. 
area in 1973. The Snowdens 
devoted themselves to the 
creation and running of Riverdale 
Baptist School in Riverdale, 
Maryland. In 1982, Mrs. Snowden 
accepted the position of principal 
at the newly established National 

Christian Academy in Ft. 
Washington, Maryland,  
where she presided over the 
growth of the school for 15 years.   

In 1997, the Snowdens were 
commissioned to establish the 
Virginia Academy in Sterling, 
Virginia.  Starting with 24 
students, they oversaw the 
creation of a new modern 
campus, achieved regional 
accreditation, opened the school 
to foreign markets and brought 
the new campus to its 800 student 
capacity by 2014. After retiring 
from Virginia Academy, Mrs. 
Snowden built an educational 
consultancy partnered with 
Cultiva Global that focuses on 
opportunities in China. Join us in 
welcoming Mrs. Judith Snowden 
to our school.
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The Cardinal is published quarterly.

Since 1961, the Fairfax Christian 
School has had a commitment to 
academic excellence. It is our mission 
to create scholars and to give our 
students a competitive advantage 
which will last their lifetime. Our 
graduates attend top universities  
in the United States and around  
the globe.

To carry our mission into the 21st 
century and broaden opportunities 
for our students, we are building a 
new state–of–the–art campus in 
Dulles, Virginia. The new campus, 
with space for over 400 students, will 
feature large, light–filled classrooms; 
science labs; computer, art and music 
rooms; a spacious multimedia library 
as well as a performance hall with 
flexible space that seats up to four 

hundred people. Sports facilities will include a large gymnasium, locker rooms, a playground and athletic 
fields. The campus will also have over five acres of undisturbed park–like land, with a tranquil babbling 
brook. The school will relocate to our new campus and begin classes on September 5, 2018. Applications for 
2018 are now being accepted. 

Construction is progressing nicely and we are able to host tours of the site. If you would like to join us for a 
tour, please visit our Eventbrite site, “Fairfax Christian School Dulles Campus Hard Hat Tour,” and select a  
tour to attend.

Registration Agreements and Enrollment Fees are due.

2018-2019 Course Registration
Course registration for the 2018–2019 school year is underway. Students must be enrolled 
for 2018–2019 to register for classes.

There are many new classes which will be offered in September, including Introduction 
to Computer Science, AP Computer Science, Accounting, Studio Art, AP Studio Art and 
Engineering (a lab course). These classes have limited space and we expect them to fill 
up quickly. 

Please submit your registration agreement along with the enrollment fee to the Main 
Office, if you have not already done so. 

Hard Hat Tours at the New Campus
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Fall Concert

Fall Sports Assembly

Students in Lower School Music, Middle School 
Concert Band, High School Fife and Drum Corps, 
A Cappella Choir and Music Ensemble 
performed in our annual Fall Concert. This was 
our first performance of the year and the first 
performance ever for some of our students. Their 
hard work was clearly evident.

Our student–athletes and their coaches were recognized for their outstanding achievements 
at this year’s Fall Sports Assembly. We would like to especially congratulate the hard–working 

young ladies on our JV Girls’ Volleyball team on their 3rd place trophy. 
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Christmas Assembly
The Fairfax Christian School hosted their annual Christmas Assembly at Reston Presbyterian 

Church on Wednesday, December 20. Our students and teachers devote much time and energy in 
preparation for this event. It is always a special treat for us to welcome the Christmas season.

Congratulations to the winners of our 2017–2018 Spelling Bee, Geography Bee, 
History Bees and Mathcounts competition!

School Bee Week Results
Spelling
1st: Yilin Tan “administration”
2nd: Joshua Maingerel “cypher”
3rd: Matthew Grigsby “hoarsely”

Geography
1st: Bee Sothy
2nd: Joseph Thoburn
3rd: Paul Seto

Middle School History Participants in the History Bee took the online qualifying test to determine their eligibility to 
advance to the Regional Finals.

1st: Bee Sothy 2nd: Yilin Tan 3rd: Joseph Thoburn 4th: Carter Polachek

Mathcounts finalists not ranked

Christy Liu      Yilin Tan     
Angelina Park      Joseph Thoburn

High School History Participants in the History Bee are not ranked and will advance to the Regional Finals.

Marco Da Santos        Pavel Emelin        Marissa Martin        Gary Resulaj
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Engaging Lecturers

Mr. Aaron Thurston and Miss Rosemary Thoburn dressed in 
American Civil War era clothes and gave students a glimpse 
back into time. They told the class about the lifestyles of 
people at that time and helped students better understand 
some of the challenges that soldiers, slaves and politicians 
endured in their daily life. They pointed out the differences 
in the way we conduct warfare, communicate, medicate and 
interact as a culture. They also illustrated how differently 
we dress and how technology and social mores of the time 
limited and shaped our choices.

Mr. Eric Lambert shared his theory about the location of the 
Temple Mount and how he had come to his conclusion. He also 
explained to our High School students the great deal of time and 
effort that goes into doing extensive research into biblical history. 
The location of the Temple Mount in the Old City of Jerusalem 
had been universally accepted for many years. He showed them 
his research and how various scholars had arrived at mistaken 
conclusions. He stressed the importance of thinking for yourself 
in order to better understand the world around you.

Dr. Walter Hays, former Deputy Chief for Research Applications in 
the Office of Earthquakes, Volcanoes and Engineering for the 
United States Geological Survey (USGS), gave a presentation on 
the types of waves produced during an earthquake. He explained 
the seismological behavior of earthquakes to our Middle School 
students and showed how we are able to measure and predict 
seismic events. Students also learned about the various types of 
waves, the different behaviors of each and how understanding 
these behaviors helps us learn about the Earth’s geology.
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We are proud of the strong and talented students who participate on our basketball teams. They 
show great determination and sportsmanship. We are honored to have them representing  

the Fairfax Christian School against other schools that compete in  
the Northern Virginia Independent Athletic Conference.

Boys’ Basketball Girls’ Basketball 

Cardinals In Flight
FCS’s very own Marco  
Da Santos has qualified to 
compete in the 2018 US 
Geography Olympiad 
National Championships 
on Friday, April 27, in 
Arlington, Virginia.

Congratulations, Marco!  
We are proud of your  
hard work and 
performance  
under pressure!
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U.S. Congressman Robert Latta  
has served as the representative 

of Ohio’s 5th Congressional 
District since 2007. Mr. Latta was 
born in Bluffton, Ohio, to Del 
and Rose Latta in 1956. 

Congressman Latta attended the 
Fairfax Christian School while 
his father was serving in the U.S. 
Congress. He went on to earn a 
B.A. at Bowling Green State 
University in 1978 and his J.D. at 
the University of Toledo College 
of Law in 1981. Upon 
completing his education, he 
began practicing law.

After he was elected in 1991 as 
the Wood County 

Commissioner, his passion for 
giving back to his community 
eventually led him in 2000 to 
successfully seek to represent 
Ohio’s 3rd House of 
Representatives district. In 2006, 
he ran for and won the honor to 
represent the district his father 
represented from 1959 to 1989.

Bob has said, “…the education I 
received at the Fairfax Christian 
School has carried forward into 
my professional life.” We are 
very proud of the service he has 
given our nation and humbled 
by his kind words.

Alumni Feature: Congressman Bob Latta

Staff Spotlight: Mr. Joseph Sun
Mr. Joseph Sun has worked at the 
Fairfax Christian School for six 
years. He is our International 
Admissions Director, primarily 
handling admissions for Chinese-
speaking countries.

Mr. Sun enjoys meeting families 
from different backgrounds. He 
guides them through the 
admissions process and remains 
in contact with them throughout 
the academic year. Developing an 
understanding of the families’ 
aspirations and goals helps him 
to facilitate the outcome they 
desire for their children.

As a former international student 
himself, Mr. Sun understands the
issues that many international 
students face. He first came to 
America at the age of sixteen. 

“The hardest part,” he says, “ is 
being accepted and not feeling like 
a foreigner.” At FCS, the thriving 
population of international 
students gives new arrivals a sense 
of belonging. 

Our students and graduates 
demonstrate that hard work and 
determination, combined with a 
challenging and supportive 
environment, are fundamental 
to success.

Education in China emphasizes 
competition, repetition and 
memorization. At the Fairfax 
Christian School, the top priority 
is to foster a true understanding 
of each subject. Once students 
master the fundamentals, they 
must learn how to practically 
apply their knowledge. With 
guidance, our students develop 
the minds of scholars.

Mr. Sun’s favorite thing about the 
Fairfax Christian School is seeing 
his own children, along with all 
of the other students, grow and 
thrive in a wholesome Christian 
environment. They are taught by 
kind and caring teachers who 
constantly challenge their 
intellect and help them to reach 
their full potential.


