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The Fairfax Christian School: First 
K-12 School to Receive the “E” Award

U.S. Secretary of Commerce 
Penny Pritzker presented the 
Fairfax Christian School with the 
“E” Award for Exports at a 
ceremony in Washington, DC. The 
President’s “E” Award is the 
highest recognition any U.S. 
entity can receive for making a 
significant contribution to the 
expansion of U.S. exports.

“The Fairfax Christian School
has demonstrated a sustained 
commitment to export
expansion.  The ‘E’ Awards 
Committee was very
impressed with the Fairfax 
Christian School’s dedication to 
providing quality education to 
students from around the world.  
The school’s adaptation of its 
curriculum to accommodate non-
English speakers was also 
particularly notable. The Fairfax 
Christian’s School’s achievements 
have undoubtedly contributed to 
national export expansion efforts 
that support the U.S. economy 
and create American jobs,” said 
Secretary Pritzker in her 
congratulatory letter to FCS 
announcing its selection as an 
award recipient.

The Fairfax Christian School is a 
kindergarten through twelfth 

grade university-prep school.  
While most of the students in the 
school are American, the school 
has been accepting international 
students since 1963. The Fairfax 
Christian School has an intensive 
English as a Second Language 
program and homestay program 
for international students.

“It is a great honor to be the first 
K-12 school to receive this award 
for our work with international 
students,” said Jo Thoburn, the 
President and CEO of the Fairfax 
Christian School. “Education has 
been overlooked as an ‘export.’ 
Providing the highest quality 
education and teaching 
international students American 
principles and values ensures 
stronger relationships and 
influence around the globe.”

In 1961, President Kennedy 
signed an executive order

reviving the World War II “E” 
symbol of excellence to honor 
and provide recognition to 
America's exporters. Secretary 
Pritzker honored 123 U.S. 
companies with the President’s 
“E” Award for outstanding work 
to reduce barriers to foreign 
markets and to open the door to  
trade around the world.

         In 2015, U.S. exports 
           totaled $2.23 trillion, 
            accounting for nearly 13 
             percent of U.S. GDP. 
           Nationally, exports  
        contributed to the U.S.    
    economy, supporting an 
estimated 11.5 million jobs.

U.S. companies are nominated 
for the “E” Awards through the 
Department of Commerce’s U.S. 
Commercial Service office 
network, located within the 
Department’s International 
Trade Administration, with 
offices in 108 U.S. cities and 
more than 70 countries. Record 
years of successive export 
growth, and an applicant’s 
demonstration of an innovative 
international marketing plan 
which led to the increase in 
exports, are significant factors in 
selecting the winners.



Summer is just around 
the corner! As many of 
you know, rising Third 
through Twelfth Grade 
students are expected to 
participate in the 
school’s summer reading 
program.

Our students can earn 
extra credit by 
completing book reports. 
For each report turned in 
at the beginning of the 
school year, students earn five extra 
credit points per quarter; credit is 
awarded for up to four book reports.

Each book report should show that 
the student understood the book. 
Rising Third through Sixth Grade 
students should write a 200-word 
book report. Rising Seventh through 
Twelfth Grade students are required 
to write 500 words. All book reports 
should include information on 

the setting, time period, 
characters and plot, as well as 
the student’s opinion of the 
book as a whole.

Reading helps students avoid 
learning loss over vacation and 
prepare for the academic rigors 
of the next school year. Students 
who read consistently at an 
appropriate challenge level 
often experience a learning

“leap” at the start of the 
next school year.

A good book helps to pass 
the time on long car trips 
and plane rides. Physical 
copies of books give 
students a more “hands-
on” reading experience;    
e-books are available on 
many platforms and 
frequently offer in-app 
features such as 
dictionaries and digital 

highlighting or bookmarks.

Read to learn and read for fun! 
It’s the easiest way to get ahead 
on the 2016-2017 school year.
 
 
 

 
 
 

Plan Your Summer Reading

Final Exam Schedule
The final exams for Middle and High 
School students will take place on the 
following dates:

- Thursday, May 19th: Periods 1 & 4

- Friday, May 20th:   Periods 5 & 7
   (seniors)

- Monday, May 23rd:   Periods 2 & 6

- Tuesday, May 24th:   Periods 3 & 8

- Wednesday, May 25th: Periods 5 & 7
(non-seniors)

ERB Testing
Students in First through Eighth 
Grade will have ERB testing     
from Tuesday, May 24th, through 
Thursday, May 26th.

Graduation
Seniors and performing students 
will have a rehearsal for the 
graduation ceremony at 9:30am 
on Wednesday, May 25th.

Graduation will take place at the 
Hidden Creek Country Club on 
Thursday, May 26th, at 6:30pm.

News & Events 
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Last Day of School
The last day of school will be 
Friday, May 27th. This is a full 
school day.

There will be an awards 
assembly at RPC from 9:00am to 
11:00am.

Class parties will be held from 
11:00am to 12:30pm. Students 
may bring store-bought food 
items. Food items containing 
chocolate or nuts are prohibited.

Field Day will begin at 12:30pm.

2016-17 English Courses
English Foundations (7th-8th)
American Literature (9th-11th)
Styles in Literature (11th-12th)
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SPRING MUSICAL

Students in Lower School and Drama Club performed in this year’s musical about the Ten Commandments.

SPRING BALL

Students, parents and faculty mingled and danced the night away at our annual Spring Ball.



Her three children have all 
attended FCS. Her eldest, Caitlyn, 
graduated in 2014; Audrey is part 
of the Class of 2016; and Erik will 
receive his diploma in 2017.

Mrs. VanZandt actively involves 
each of her students during class. 
She encourages them to ask 
questions when they need help 
and to take part in class 
discussions and activities. The 
positive atmosphere in her 
classroom draws out the quiet 
students and encourages 
teamwork.

“I enjoy teaching because each 
year is an adventure,” says 

Mrs. VanZandt. “It is both 
challenging and rewarding to 
reach every child academically 
and spiritually. I believe it is 
my job to create excitement 
about learning and to help 
each student reach their full 
potential.”

The small class sizes at FCS 
give Mrs. VanZandt and other 
teachers time to work with 
students who need help. It 
also allows them to do class 
projects which require more 
one-on-one attention. “It is a 
true blessing to be able to 
incorporate God’s teachings in 
our classrooms.”

Christine VanZandt has worked 
at the Fairfax Christian School 
since 2012. She teaches Advanced 
Second and regular Third Grade.

Teacher Feature: Mrs. Christine VanZandt
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Simple Rules for Better Writing
The Period 8 British Literature class 
recently hosted a guest lecturer.

Col. Carla D. Bass, USAF (Ret.), an 
FCS alumna, taught the students a 
number of strategies for more direct 
and effective writing. In this test 
class, she demonstrated her simple 
rules with clear examples and 
exercises.

The lesson emphasized the real-
world benefits of strong writing 
skills. Following her instructions 
allows students to write precisely, 
concisely and clearly.

Look for her book, Write to 
Influence, in late 2016.


