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A strong foundation in 
mathematics gives our students 
an advantage for life. The key to 
success in mathematics is mastery 
of critical skills.

Basic arithmetic lays the 
groundwork for more advanced 
studies. Advanced Kindergarten 
students at FCS 
learn addition 
and subtraction; 
by the time they 
pass Second 
Grade, they 
have memorized 
multiplication 
tables. Students 
in Sixth Grade, 
having mastered 
all arithmetic 
skills, are ready 
to learn the 
fundamental 
concepts of 
Algebra and 
Geometry.

FCS teaches 
mathematics one 
year above grade level compared 
to most government schools. 
Every level builds logically on the 
knowledge students learned 
before. By systematically 
introducing concepts and 

increasing the degree of 
challenge, our classes allow 
students to cultivate true mastery 
in the field of mathematics.

Many public schools use the 
Common Core curriculum, which 
delays basic instruction 
and instead pursues a 

questionable “exploration” of 
math concepts. Without real 
knowledge, students will not 
learn to use math in practical 
ways. This type of education may 
prepare students for more 
Common Core lessons, but it will 

not equip them for the 
demands of higher education 
and adult life.

If taught correctly, math 
helps students in many areas. 
The discipline of 
mathematics encourages 
problem-solving skills 

through applied 
logic and 
attention to 
facts. Students 
who can do 
simple math 
without a 
calculator are 
more efficient in 
their work and 
confident in 
their abilities.

All students can 
succeed in math 
if they are 
willing to put 
forth a good 
effort. With 
preparation, 

focus and a time-
tested curriculum, our 
students gain practical 
knowledge as well as a 
competitive advantage which 
will serve them for many 
years to come.

Wisdom begins with respect for the Lord.
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Open House
On Saturday, April 9th, FCS will hold an Open 
House event to meet with families who are 
interested in seeing the school. Please help spread 
the word and tell your friends, family, coworkers 
and acquaintances about this opportunity to tour the 
campus, meet our faculty and learn more about the 
Fairfax Christian School. Private campus tours and 
educational consultations are available by 
appointment by calling the Main Office: 
703-759-5100. 

End of Third Quarter
The third academic quarter will end on Thursday, 
March 17th.

Easter Break
FCS will be closed from Monday, March 21st, 
through Monday, March 28th, for the Easter holiday.

Science Fair
The FCS Science Fair will be held on Wednesday, 
March 30th. Students in the 3rd through 12th Grades 
who wish to participate must submit the registration 
form and participation agreement to the office by 
Wednesday, March 16th. Extra credit may be 
awarded in the participants’ science class.

Spring Ball
Our annual Spring Ball will be held on Saturday, 
April 2nd, from 8:00pm to 10:00pm at Hidden Creek 
Country Club (1711 Clubhouse Road, Reston, VA 
20190). This event is Black Tie Optional. Students in 
the 5th through 12th Grades, FCS parents and 
alumni are invited to attend. All Middle School 
students must be accompanied by their parent or 
guardian. RSVP by Tuesday, March 29th, by calling 
the Main Office at 703-759-5100 or by emailing 
rsvp@fairfaxchristianschool.com.
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With the debut of the revised SAT this month, high 
school students and their parents will need new 
answers to the question, “Should I take the SAT or the 
ACT?” The good news is that both tests are accepted 
at all American four-year colleges and universities, 
and the SAT’s recent changes have made it more like 
the ACT in some ways, so the choice is not as 
momentous as it once was. Still, the tests do differ. 

The ACT has four sections: English, Mathematics, 
Reading, and Science (with an optional writing test). 
It focuses on what students have learned in school, 
whereas the SAT has more focus on reasoning. A 
calculator is permitted on all portions of the math test. 

The SAT now has two required sections: Evidence-
Based Reading and Writing (divided into a reading 
test and a writing and language test) and Math; the 
essay is now optional, as on the ACT. Further, there is 
no longer a penalty for wrong answers, so students 

can answer every question without being penalized, 
just like the ACT. The difficulty of the math on both 
tests is similar, but unlike the ACT, the SAT allows 
calculators on only a portion of the math test. 

High schoolers with strong all-around skills will do 
well on both tests, but there are a few reasons that 
they might prefer one test over the other. Students 
concerned about their math skills will prefer the ACT, 
since it devotes less of the test to math and allows 
calculators for all math problems. Students who stress 
over time limits might prefer the SAT, since its pace is 
slightly slower. Strong readers with a large 
vocabulary may also like the SAT, since its questions 
often have more complex wording, while students 
who excel in science will have an opportunity to show 
that knowledge on the ACT. Whichever test a student 
chooses, getting the best results will require study 
and preparation.

SAT vs. ACT



SCHOOL SKATE NIGHT

Students, teachers and parents enjoyed our School Skate Night at Reston Town Center. Some students were 
just learning to skate while others demonstrated their skills. Everyone had a good time with their friends.

 ! .3

WALT DISNEY WORLD FIELD TRIP

On this fun and educational trip, students learned about 
the science behind the rides and enjoyed the parks.



Teacher Feature: Mrs. Coleene Wilhelm
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The method Mrs. Wilhelm uses is 
known as the “student centered” 
teaching method. Her students 
learn primarily by actively 
engaging with the lessons, 
whether through memorization, 
demonstration, recitation or 
combinations of the three. 
Participation is key for students to 
learn and master the material.

Mrs. Wilhelm loves the experience 
of watching students learn. 
Practical learning is especially 
important for younger students. 
To properly integrate new 
knowledge, they must be able to 
apply it in their work. Mrs. 
Wilhelm enjoys seeing her 
students use a newly-learned 

concept to solve problems and 
develop deeper understanding. 

Mrs. Wilhelm’s favorite thing 
about the Fairfax Christian 
School is that teachers have the 
opportunity to teach the Bible 
to their students, giving them a 
moral grounding for the rest of 
their education. She also likes 
our low student-teacher ratio. 
Small class size allows teachers 
to give students individualized 
attention and adapt their 
lessons to more effectively 
reach these unique children. 
Mrs. Wilhelm is able to work 
with her students to overcome 
particular challenges and bring 
out their very best.

Mrs. Wilhelm has taught at the 
Fairfax Christian School for nine 
years. She teaches Advanced Third 
Grade and Business Math.

DRAMATIC LEARNING
Students in the Advanced Third and Fourth Grades enjoyed a trip to see a performance of 
“Charlotte’s Web” at the George Mason University Center for the Arts.


