
Dr. Ted Baehr, chairman of the 
Christian Film & Television 
Commission and founder of 
Movieguide, came to FCS to give 
a talk on entertainment media. 
His presentation touched on the 
influence of media, elements of 
successful films and how young 
people can be “media wise” in 
their entertainment choices.

The Influence of Media
By the time children reach the 
age of seventeen, they spend 
approximately 64,000 hours on 
entertainment media—over four 
times as much as they spend in 
school, with family and at 
church combined. The 
overwhelming majority of 
studies agree that entertainment 
media have an effect on 
children’s developing minds.

It’s no surprise that parents are 
concerned about the effects of 
media on their children. Many 
parents protect their children by 
using Movieguide.org to screen 
upcoming films. Movieguide 
provides an easy-to-read content 
rating, a short summary and a 
longer review. The guide is 
firmly based on a Christian 
worldview and covers any 
objectionable material the film  
may contain.

What Makes a Film Successful?
For thirty-five years, Dr. Baehr 
has advised professionals in the 
film industry. He knows that 
movie-making is more business 
than art. Hollywood trends are 
driven by money: filmmakers 
want to emulate successful films 
in order to make a profit.

The Christian Film & Television 
Commission, founded and 
chaired by Dr. Baehr, publishes 
an annual report on the year’s 
most profitable films. Every year 
the report finds that strong 
Christian-influenced movies 
outperform others at the box 
office. “It’s not too surprising,” 
says Dr. Baehr, “when you 
consider that 132 million 

Americans attend church every 
week, and only 25 million go to 
the movies.” Out of the top ten 
highest-grossing domestic films 
of 2015, nine had a Christian or 
otherwise positive worldview, 
and zero were R-rated. The box 
office returns send a clear 
message: moral movies make  
the most money.

Media Wisdom
Dr. Baehr emphasized to our 
students that they have power to 
influence Hollywood for good. 
Their choices in entertainment 
media send a message to the 
industry. Even the young can 
make informed decisions if they 
have the right resources and 
learn to be “media wise.”

“Media wisdom” is a critical 
understanding of the influence 
of media, the stages of human 
development, the grammar of 
entertainment media, and one’s 
own moral and spiritual values. 
Knowing the right questions to 
ask and where to find the 
answers is crucial.

For quality insights into today’s 
media and for more information 
about Movieguide’s internship 
opportunities, please visit 
Movieguide.org.
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Christmas Assembly
Rehearsal for the Fife and Drum Corps, Concert 
Band and Lower School participants in the 
Christmas Assembly will be held on Monday, 
December 19th. Rehearsal for A Cappella and Music 
Ensemble will be held on Tuesday, December 20th.

The Christmas Assembly will be held on Wednesday, 
December 21st, from 10:30am to 11:30am at RPC. 
Parents and guardians are welcome to attend.

Christmas Break
FCS will be closed from Thursday, December 22nd, 
through Monday, January 2nd. Classes will resume 
on Tuesday, January 3rd.

Academic Bees
The Middle School History Bee will be held on Thursday, 
January 5th.

The Spelling Bee for Lower and Middle School students 
is scheduled for Tuesday, January 10th. A list of spelling 
words for study is available on JupiterEd.

The National Geographic Geography Bee for Lower and 
Middle School students is scheduled for Friday, January 
13th. A link to the National Geographic study guide is 
available on JupiterEd.

Middle School students interested in the upcoming 
MATHCOUNTS competition should speak to Mrs. You.

News & Events 
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Bull Run Mountains Conservancy
Our Geoscience students enjoyed a field trip the Bull Run Mountains Conservancy in Broad Run, Virginia.
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Fall Sports Assembly
Our student athletes and their coaches were recognized for their 

outstanding achievements at this year’s Fall Sports Assembly.

Fall Concert
Students in Lower School Music, Middle School Concert Band, High School Fife and Drum 

Corps, A Cappella Choir and Music Ensemble performed in our annual Fall Concert.



Mrs. Kristin H. Sapperstein 
joined our staff as Admissions 
Director at the end of June. She 
earned her Bachelor’s degree in 
Government: Politics and Policy 
from Liberty University. Before 
joining our faculty, she worked 

for two years as Office Manager 
to Congressman Steve King.

As Admissions Director, Mrs. 
Sapperstein’s responsibilities 
include recruiting students for 
enrollment, giving tours to 
prospective families, answering 
questions about the school and 
leading applicants through the 
admissions process.

She enjoys supervising the 
Cashflow Club, which meets on 
Fridays to study economics by 
playing the Cashflow board 
game. “It is a great game which 
really gets students interested in 
economics at a young age,” says 
Mrs. Sapperstein. “The students 
in the club have a lot of fun and 
develop real friendships.”

Mrs. Sapperstein loves meeting 
new families who are interested 
in the school. She enjoys the 
opportunity to share the many 
advantages our school offers 
which set us above and beyond 
other schools in the area.

What Mrs. Sapperstein most 
appreciates about the Fairfax 
Christian School is our strong 
commitment to providing a 
high level of education without 
compromising our Biblical 
worldview. Other schools 
struggle to balance the two—
or, worse, sacrifice Christian 
values to a secular ideal of 
education. In her own words: 
“I admire that, for fifty-five 
years, FCS has stayed true to 
their mission and core values.”

Staff Spotlight: Mrs. Kristin Sapperstein
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We would like to thank all the students who volunteered with the 
Youth for Barbara Comstock to help at the polls on Election Day.


