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Fall 2017

Groundbreaking Ceremony

We were honored to have State Senator (and candidate for Virginia Lieutenant Governor) Jill Vogel 
come and say a few words. Loudoun County Supervisor Suzanne Volpe, a long–time friend of the 
school, thanked us for choosing her fair county for the home of our new campus. The short drive 
from our current campus translates into endless possibilities for a bright future.

Thank you to parents, students, alumni, friends, faculty, project partners and elected officials who 
helped to make our groundbreaking ceremony a great success. The ceremony was held on 
Wednesday, August 16, at the new campus site near Dulles International Airport.
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News & Events 
SAT Bootcamp
Best Academy will run an SAT preparation program 
at FCS on Tuesdays and Thursdays from October 
24th through November 16th, 3:30pm – 6:30pm. 
This eight–session program will strengthen 
students’ skills to maximize their SAT scores. The 
fee for the program is $720. All materials are 
included. 

Enrollment is open until Saturday, October 14. 
Please contact James Lee by phone at 703-978-0008 
or by email at BestAcademyJames@gmail.com for 
more details or to enroll.

Fire Truck Visit
The annual Lower School fire truck visit will take 
place on Tuesday, October 17, at 9:00am.

ESL Science Field Trip
Students in ESL Science will take a field trip to Udvar–
Hazy on Tuesday, October 24. 

End of First Quarter
The first quarter will end on Friday, October 27.

Fairfax Christian School Picture Day
Picture Day is on Tuesday, October 31. All students must 
be in complete and correct uniforms. Boys should wear 
their white Oxford shirts and school ties.

We are pleased to welcome Mr. 
Tony Pangle as our Dean of 
Academics. A graduate of 
Liberty University, he earned a 
B.S. in Pastoral Studies. He is 

working towards his Master of 
Divinity from New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Mr. Pangle has acquired several 
certifications from the 
Association of Christian Schools 
International: All Level School 
Principal; Bible; history; 
Athletic Director.

As the former principal of 
Leesburg Christian School, in 
addition to nine years on staff at 
County Christian School, Mr. 
Pangle comes equipped with a 
wealth of experience. His 
diverse background enables 
him to understand the 

challenges unique to 
educational institutions of 
various sizes and guide 
students to curriculum 
choices tailored to their 
individual interests.

Mr. Pangle is active in his 
congregation at Believers 
Baptist Church and is an avid 
marathon runner. He was also 
President of the Northern 
Virginia Independent Athletic 
Conference for seven years and 
enjoys coaching basketball, 
soccer and cross country.

Staff Spotlight: Mr. Tony Pangle
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The Cardinal is published quarterly.

SAT & PSAT Facts
nearly identical to those on the 
PSAT. The only major difference is 
that the SAT still has an essay 
portion. The essay itself has 
changed: it is now optional, and 
will be graded separately on a 
scale from two to eight points. 
The essay is highly recommended 
for students who wish to attend 
selective universities or colleges.

SAT & PSAT Prep
We recommend that students take 
advantage of the resources 
available on the CollegeBoard  
website at collegeboard.org and 
through Khan Academy at 
www.khanacademy.com/sat as 
they study for the PSAT or SAT.
Additionally, FCS will host an 
SAT Bootcamp by Best Academy 
from late October through 
November. Please refer to page 2 
above for more details.

On Wednesday, October 11th, 
Eighth, Ninth and Eleventh 
Grade students took the PSAT. 
Our Tenth Grade students will 
take their version of the PSAT in 
the spring of 2018. Most of our 
seniors are registering to take the 
SAT in December. Since many 
students have questions about 
these tests, we’d like to highlight 
critical information to help 
students feel confident, informed 
and prepared.

PSAT Pre–Administration
The day before the PSAT we hold 
a short pre–administration 
session. This session allows 
students to fill in their personal 
information on the answer sheets. 
It’s important for students to 
attend the session so there is no 
delay or confusion when they 
take the PSAT.

Redesigned PSAT
The PSAT, like the SAT, has been 
redesigned as of 2015. The test is 
better aligned now with school 
learning and emphasizes more 
practical vocabulary.

Here is what students need to 
know about the PSAT:
• The score scale has been 

adjusted to 400 – 1600 points, 
reflecting two 800–point 
sections instead of three.

• There is no longer a negative 
point penalty for incorrect or 
“guessed” answers. Correct 
answers are worth one point; 
incorrect answers are worth 
zero points.

• The PSAT does not have an 
essay portion.

Redesigned SAT
The changes to the SAT are 

Once again the Fairfax Christian School has received 
the Editors' Choice Award for Top High Schools and 
Colleges from Virginia Living magazine. The award 
committee was impressed with the school's high 
academic standards and STEM and Business 
Honors Programs. 

Our dedication to educational excellence and a 
structured learning environment are just a couple of 
reasons why parents continue to choose us to educate 
their children from Kindergarten to Twelfth Grade. 
We understand the importance of building a strong 
foundation for a life of success and are encouraged to 
receive recognition for our efforts. 

Congratulations and thank you to everyone who 
made this award possible!

VIRGINIA LIVING

&COLLEGES
TOP HIGH SCHOOLS

EDITORS’ CHOICE

http://collegeboard.org
http://www.khanacademy.com/sat
http://collegeboard.org
http://www.khanacademy.com/sat
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FCS Students in Motion
Hayden Weaver competed in her 

third and fourth triathlons this 
summer at the Reston Kids Triathlon 
on August 6th, placing 2nd out of 42 
in the 6–8 year old female group. On 

August 16th she competed in the 
Ashburn Village Kids Triathlon 

where she placed first in the 6–8 year 
old female group, she actually beat 

everyone in her age group, but 
who’s counting. She loves to race 

and it shows. 

FCS Friends Event – Fall Mixer
The Fairfax Christian School hosted their annual Fall Mixer in The Tavern at Hidden Creek 

Country Club. We are thankful to those who attended the event and for the continued support of 
our school. We enjoy spending time with you and strengthening our connection.
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Homework Tips for a Great Year
Follow the Honor Code.
At the beginning of the year,
we have every student sign 
the Honor Code Pledge. By 
doing so, you agree to do your 
own homework and not to 
present others’ work as your 
own. Your parents should 
never complete assignments 
for you. Never copy the 
answers from your peers or let 
them copy your work. 
Homework isn’t “busywork”; 
it’s an essential part of 
your education.

Sleep.
No matter how old you are, 
sleep is critical for success. 
Don’t stay up late on school 
nights. It is considered 
impolite to call, text or email 
your friends after 9:00pm, 
since they need their sleep as 
well. You should get eight to 
twelve hours of sleep.

Ask for help.
If you’re struggling, don’t be 
afraid to ask your teachers for 
help. We also have an 
Academic Success Program 
from 2:45pm to 4:15pm, 
Monday through Thursday. 
The program is free for all 
full–paying Middle and High 
School students and available 
for a nominal fee to all others. 
You or your parents can call 
the school at 703-759-5100 
for details.

The school year is just 
beginning, so now is the time 
to start strong with good 
study habits. Here are a few 
tips to get you going.

Choose your 
homework space. 
You should set aside a place 
where you will complete your 
homework every day. This 
space should have good 
lighting, all the supplies you 
need and WiFi access (for 
online assignments). Make 
sure this area is quiet and free 
from distractions: no TV, loud 
music, phone calls or siblings.

Use JupiterEd.
JupiterEd is an assignment 
book, calendar and planner all 
in one. Review the calendar 
weekly to plan ahead and 
schedule your study time to fit 
your needs. Completing large 
assignments before the due 
date and in small portions 
throughout the week is easy 
and will reduce stress. 
Keeping track of your 
assignments lets you choose 
how to spend your study time 
wisely and effectively.

Schedule study time.
With planning and diligence, 
you should be able to finish 
your daily homework 
before bedtime. Start your 
homework as soon as you get

home and keep going until
you’re finished. Stay focused 
and avoid distractions.

One proven technique for 
studying effectively is the 
Pomodoro Method: for every 
twenty–five minutes of 
studying, take a five–minute 
break to stretch, have a snack 
and refresh yourself before 
continuing. There are several 
Pomodoro–friendly timing 
apps available 
for iPads.

If you’re having trouble 
getting your homework done 
within a reasonable amount of 
time, you may need to cut 
down on after–school 
activities. Extracurricular 
activities are exactly that: 
extra. They should never 
prevent you from maintaining 
a good grade.
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Boys Soccer
Our Boys Soccer team has a lot of talent 

this year! They display great 
sportsmanship on and off the field. Mr. 

Marrs keeps busy as our athletic 
director and coaches these hard 
working young men. He does a 

wonderful job fostering a positive 
culture of dedication and integrity.
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Girls Volleyball

The dynamic young ladies on our Girls Volleyball team are 
having a fabulous year. They have a great sense of team 

cohesion and mutual respect. We are so fortunate to have 
such a hard working, disciplined team of girls representing 
our school. We are quick to mention that winning isn’t the 
point, but we have noticed a little extra spring in Coach 

Thurston’s step lately. It is possible that it has something to 
do with their 7 and 1 record. 
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In Remembrance
We are sad to learn of the passing of one of our former 
students. Kim Quang Le, Class of 2011. Mr. Le was 24 years 
old, was a Vietnamese citizen and resided in Virginia. He was 
an exceptional student who took his education seriously while 
striking a healthy balance through involvement in other 
activities such as our Fife and Drum Corps. 

Kim, who attended George Mason University, died after falling 
from Moore Cove Falls in Pisgah National Forest in 
Transylvania County, North Carolina, while on a camping trip 
with friends. Please keep his family and friends in 
your prayers. 

Kim will be missed by all that knew him. He was well known 
for having a hilarious sense of humor, being a great friend and 
having a relentless drive in all aspects of his life.

“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.” –John 11:25

Mr. Chris Carter is a versatile 
member of our staff, serving as 
both a teacher and a student 
counselor. Mr. Carter brings 
years of experience, a 

tremendously positive attitude 
and a sharp intellect to our team.

Hailing from Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Carter spent 
the first two decades of his life 
in the Steel City. Due to the 
influence of his parents, both 
teachers themselves, he knew 
education was his calling.  

In order to make that vocation a 
reality, Mr. Carter pursued a 
bachelor’s degree in linguistics 
from Geneva College in Beaver 
Falls, Pennsylvania. Upon 
finishing his studies, he 
embarked on a new adventure to 

receive a master’s degree in 
linguistics. After spending a 
challenging yet rewarding year 
at the University of Westminster, 
Mr. Carter obtained an advanced 
degree in linguistics. 

Central to his desire to teach is 
his faith. Mr. Carter has been a 
committed Christian for nearly 
16 years. Christian education 
provides the perfect opportunity 
for him to meld his faith with  
his vocation.  

Outside of the classroom, Mr. 
Carter enjoys reading, running, 
and exploring D.C. with friends. 

Teacher Feature: Mr. Chris Carter
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