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Spring 2017

Summertime means time for 
vacations, relaxation and fun; but 
it’s also time to explore, learn and 
grow. Though summer learning 
loss is common, it can easily 
be avoided by planning your 
summer to include a variety of  
fun structured activities.
 

Learn and Explore
Washington, D.C., always makes 
the list of top ten most visited cities 
in the United States. We are 
fortunate to live near a place with 
so much to see and do. Stroll 
through the monuments and 
memorials on the National Mall. 
Tour the White House, US Capitol, 
Supreme Court, National Archives 
or the US Mint. Visit a few of the 
twenty–three Smithsonian 
Institution properties, including the 
Air and Space Museum, the 
National Gallery of Art and 
the National Zoo. 

In Virginia, the Wolf Trap Center 
for the Performing Arts offers their 
Children’s Theatre in the Woods. 
Tour local historic sites like Mount 
Vernon, Colvin Run Mill, 
Woodlawn Plantation, Gunston 
Hall or Sully Plantation. Take a trip 
to Charlottesville and Monticello or 
the historic triangle of Jamestown, 
Williamsburg and Yorktown.

Read Books
Devote time to reading! Students 
are expected to participate in our 

Summer Reading program and will 
earn academic credit for the next 
school year. Students choose four 
novels from the approved list and 
write a book report for each one. 
The reading list is provided by 
their English teachers.

Younger students should read to 
their parents for a few minutes 
each day. This will prevent summer 
learning loss and ready them for a 
good night’s rest. Their teachers 
can recommend books based on the 
student’s reading level.

Play Games
A quick drill of the multiplication 
tables or spelling words during car 
rides can keep these skills fresh in a 
child’s mind. There are many apps 
for smartphones and iPads which 
can provide hours of entertaining 
learning and can help to improve 
students’ knowledge in math, 
spelling, grammar, history 
and science.

In addition, games like chess and 
Trivial Pursuit or educational 
applications like Duolingo can help 
students keep their minds active 
during the summer months.  

Go to Camps
The Fairfax Christian School hosts 
several YMCA of Metropolitan 
Washington/Fairfax County 
Reston camps over the summer. 
They offer hundreds of options for 
day and overnight camps. 
Participants can choose to focus on 
sports, academics, adventure or 
nature. More information is 
available on their website at 
www.ymcadc.org.
FCS also offers a Summer English 
Institute for international students 
who want to improve their English 
skills and study for the TOEFL.

Try an Internship
Many local businesses, hospitals, 
non-profit organizations and 
political campaigns offer 
internships to high school students 
over the summer. Often students 
will take on an internship to learn 
more about their areas of interest.  
 

In past years we have had students 
volunteer at Reston Hospital, 
participate in Barbara Comstock’s 
reelection campaign and even go  
to California to intern with 
Movieguide. If students need help 
finding an internship, they should 
talk to their Academic Advisor.  

Summertime Learning is Fun

Smithsonian Museum of American History

http://www.ymcadc.org
http://www.ymcadc.org
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Spring Ball
Middle and High School students were dressed to impress at our Spring Ball.  

The evening was 
a huge success 
with wonderful 
music, elegant 
dancing and 

delicious  
hors d’oeuvres. 
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Our very own Mindy 
Davis was awarded a first 

place medal for basic 
elements in her recent ice 

skating competition. 

Ten Lower and Middle School students from The Fairfax Christian 
School competed in the Washington Regional Finals of the National 

History Bee on Wednesday, April 19. Owen Barnert, E.G. Loos, 
Enoch Tan and Yilin Tan qualified for the National Finals, 

to be held June 2 through June 4 in Atlanta, Georgia.
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Field Trip to Great Falls Park
Our AP Human Geography and World 
Geography classes toured the grounds of Great 
Falls Park. The park offers a unique 
opportunity for our students to see how 
previous generations shaped the world around 
them, employing the technology of the time to 
overcome natural barriers and broaden their 
reach. Our whole group walked through the 
picturesque Patowmack Canal ruins.
  
At Great Falls, the Potomac River builds up 
speed and force as it falls over a series of 
steep, jagged rocks and flows through the 
narrow Mather Gorge. The remains of the 
Patowmack Canal allow visitors to visualize 
how our forefathers used a series of locks to 
bypass the treacherous falls by boat. The park 
is a mere fifteen miles from the nation's capital 
and covers a vast 800 acres. 



Mrs. Jamie You joined the FCS 
faculty at the beginning of the 
2016–2017 school year. Previously 
she worked at the National Health 
Research Institute and National 

Taiwan University as a technician 
and research assistant.

Mrs. You teaches math, science 
and AP Chinese. She sees every 
class and every semester as a 
journey for her students; she is 
there to guide them towards 
mastery of the subjects and to 
prepare them for success.

Mrs. You enjoys teaching and 
encouraging students to work 
diligently and to recognize the 
fruits of their labors. She wants to 
show her students that hard work 
results in greater ability, personal 
growth and maturity as well as in 
good grades.

Mrs. You, like the rest of our 
faculty, takes a personal interest in 
working with her students to help 
them to understand their own 
strengths and weakness. It is only 
through understanding one’s 
limitations that one can be 
expected to overcome them.

Mrs. You isn’t just a teacher at 
Fairfax Christian School; she is 
also a parent. Her daughter is a 
rising second grade student in 
Mrs. Marrs's class. We look 
forward to having them in the FCS 
family for many years.

Teacher Feature: Mrs. Jamie C. You
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Starting New At Golf (S.N.A.G.)
Sixteen students in our 
Lower School are learning 
about golf in a fun and 
engaging way thanks to our 
SNAG Program.
  
By fostering a love for golf 
at an early age, one can 
teach discipline and 
encourage excellence 
through self–improvement. 

Golf can be a fun way to 
strengthen relationships, 
both for personal and 
business exploits, and can 
give a person a pastime that 
they can enjoy throughout 
their life.

The Cardinal will now be published quarterly. 
Please refer to the Weekly Reminders email for upcoming events and announcements.
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Spotlight the Arts
 

We enjoyed an engaging evening filled with music, spanning many time periods and areas of cultural 
influence. Our Lower School Recorder Choir started off an engaging program, playing traditional numbers 
which build a foundation to prepare them for Concert Band in future years. The piano soloists (Owen Barnert, 
Jakin Jordan-Brangman, Dayana Rojas, Candace Seto, Leanna Seto, Jacob Sun and Noah Sun) displayed their 
talent and commitment, playing pieces from Mozart and Bach to Thomas Brown. Our Colonial Fife & Drum 
Corps looked as if they had stepped out of the pages of history and brought the music of America’s 
Revolution to life. 

The A Cappella Choir presented a rendition of “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning” featuring a stirring 
soprano solo. Mr. Duncanson joined in with the Music Ensemble as they delighted the room with their upbeat 
arrangements of several jazz standards. Ziyu Xu and Yong–Duke Kim thrilled the audience with trombone 
and saxophone solos. Our talented Concert Band, led by Mrs. Coffey, concluded the evening with a glimpse 
into the program which they will present at the band competition in Hershey, Pennsylvania, on Friday, May 
12. They rounded out the program with a lively rendition of “Be Our Guest.”  It was a wonderful evening of 
entertainment that showcased the many accomplishments of our students.



Summer is just around the 
corner! Rising Third through 
Twelfth Grade students are 
expected to participate in 
the school’s summer 
reading program.

Our students can earn extra 
credit by completing book 
reports. For each report 
turned in at the beginning of 
next school year, students 
earn five extra credit points 
per quarter; credit is awarded 
for up to four book reports.

Each book report should 
demonstrate that the student 
understood the book. Rising 
Third through Sixth Grade 
students should write a  
200–word book report. Rising 
Seventh through Twelfth 

Grade students are required 
to write 500 words. 
All book reports should 
include information on the 
setting, time period, 
characters and plot, as well as 
the student’s opinion of the 
book as a whole.

 
Reading helps students to 
avoid learning loss over 
vacation and to prepare for 
the academic rigors of the 
next school year. Students 
who consistently read at an 
appropriate challenge level 
often experience a learning 

“leap” at the start of the 
next school year.

A good book helps to pass the 
time on long car trips and 
plane rides. Physical copies of 
books give students a more 
“hands–on” reading 
experience, and offer a break 
from technology and the 
many distractions that come 
with it. However, e–books 
aren’t without their charms, 
are available on many 
platforms and frequently 
offer in–app features such as 
dictionaries and digital 
highlighting or bookmarks.

Read to learn and read for 
fun! It’s the easiest way to 
get ahead on the 2017-2018 
school year.

Summer Reading
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Art Contest
Students across all 
grade levels 
entered many 
works in a variety 
of media. Creative 
lego sculptures, 
pipe cleaner 
creatures, colorful 
drawings and 
intricate paintings 
competed for the 
favor of the judges.
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Kennedy Center Field Trip
The Concert Band went 
to the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the 
Performing Arts to 
attend the National 
Symphony Orchestra’s 
Young People’s Concert.  
 
The NSO presented a 
space–themed 
performance titled, 
“Reach for the Moon, 
Kennedy’s Vision and 
Courage” as their 
centennial celebration. 

Featuring such hits as 
the Star Wars theme and 
the Mars movement 
from Gustav Holst’s; 
The Planets, Opus 32, 
“Mars The Bringer of 
War.” They also brought 
to life two selections 
from the famed “Golden 
Records” which were 
sent into space on board 
the Voyager spacecrafts 
launched in 1977.  



Staff Spotlight: Mr. Michael “Spike” Williams
The Fairfax Christian School  is  proud to announce a  new 
member of our team. Michael “Spike” Williams is our  new 
Communications  Director.  Mr.  Williams  will  be  working 
closely  with  our  President  &  CEO  and  the  other  vital 
members  of  our  administrative  staff  to  manage  FCS 
communications, both internal and external.

Mr. Williams’s son attended the Fairfax Christian School in 
the  1990s.  More  recently,  he  and  his  wife  have  hosted 
international students over the last three school years. This 
year they are the proud homestay parents of two young men 
in our High School.

In Remembrance
Mrs. Nancy Thoburn (1936 – 2017) taught at the Fairfax Christian 

School for nearly forty years, primarily in our First Grade program. 
Her skill and commitment to excellence set a solid foundation for 
hundreds of students. A devoted wife, mother, grandmother and 

great–grandmother, she brought joy into many lives.
“I am the resurrection and the life. 

He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.” 
–John 11:25
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Mr. Williams has a background in the telecommunications and technology sectors and co-owns Williams 
Realty LLC with his wife, Julie. In 2011, Mr. Williams received the Republican nomination and ran for 
Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors. Mr. Williams and his family attend Floris United 
Methodist Church.

Things are starting to move!  
 

Utility work has begun at our new 
campus, located at 
22870 Pacific Boulevard in Dulles, 
Virginia. The trees will come down 
next, pending permit approval. 

We have been told to expect 
construction to take ten to twelve 
months.  An official groundbreaking 
ceremony will be held when we 
return to school in the fall.


