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Summer 2018

Preparing for Fall
The Fairfax Christian 
School, in partnership 
with Kaplan Test Prep, 
is pleased to announce 
a summer college 
entrance exam prep 
opportunity to help 
your child prep 
smarter and score 
higher on the SAT. 
More competitive 
scores can enhance 
your child’s college 
admissions and 
scholarship 
opportunities.
      Kaplan’s program at the 
Fairfax Christian School will 
provide your child with industry–
leading products and services, the 
most personalized prep 
experience and unmatched 
expertise. Kaplan’s 
comprehensive, eight–session SAT 
course will teach Kaplan’s proven 
test–taking strategies and 
methods. Classes will be Monday 
through Thursday, 9:00am – 12 
noon, August 13 – 24. Students 
will have two practice test days: 
August 13 and August 21. In 
addition to classroom sessions, 
students will have access to 30 
hours of elective live instruction 
on the SAT Channel and 40 hours 
of on–demand lessons.

Students will complete their 
studies just in time for the SAT 
test on August 25. Register early 
as prices increase beginning three 
weeks prior to the start of class. 
      The Fairfax Christian School 
will also host the Summer English 
Institute, a three week intensive 
English program where ESL 
students can build their English 
skills and earn academic credit. 
International students excel in our 
intensive summer English classes, 
which are designed to quickly 
increase students’ English skills. 
Classes meet from 9:00am – 
3:00pm, Monday through 
Friday, August 6 – 24. The 
program is offered for middle 
and high school students ages 9 

and up. Students begin 
with comprehensive 
placement tests.
Test results are then 
used to place each 
student in the 
appropriate levels for 
phonics, reading, 
writing, vocabulary, 
grammar, speech and 
TOEFL preparation. 
Students work in small 
groups with personal 
attention from the 
Fairfax Christian  

                 School’s teachers. 
Students also attend weekly 
educational field trips to popular 
sites in the Washington, D.C., area.
      Our programs offer a great 
start to an exciting new school 
year. For more information,  
please contact the Main Office  
at (703) 759-5100. 

The Fairfax Christian School 
organizes educational field 
trips both during the Summer 
English Institute and 
throughout the school year. 
We believe that learning 
through experience is a 
fundamental pillar in the 
foundation of education.

FCS students having fun at Mount Vernon.
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Class of 2018 Graduation
The Fairfax Christian School Class of 2018 graduated on Thursday, May 31. The ceremony took place at Hidden 
Creek Country Club and included inspiring performances by the Fife & Drum Corps and A Cappella Choir.
      Our special speaker was Dr. Walter Hays. Dr. Hays has served on the school staff since 2001. In his address to 
the graduates, he challenged them to think of themselves as works in progress and that the finishing of high 
school was not the end of that work. Dr. Hays used a basket to illustrate how God’s influence is all around them, 
weaving their lives to form them into His masterpieces. He 
encouraged the seniors to look for ways God is working in 
their lives and to be thankful for those moments. 
      Upon the completion of his speech, Dr. Hays received 
a retirement plaque honoring his life and his seventeen years 
of dedicated service given to the Fairfax Christian School. 
       A highly regarded  recognition went to our 
Valedictorian, Ji Eun Kim, and to our Salutatorians, 
Uiyeong Ji and Qihang Xu. They will be 
attending the University of Pittsburgh, Virginia 
Tech and the University of Washington 
respectively.
       This was the last graduation to be held at 
Hidden Creek as we will host the 2019 Graduation 
at the new Dulles campus.
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Performing in the Community
Our talented and friendly Concert Band students performed at the Sunrise Senior Living 

in Reston this past spring.

News & Events 
Important Dates

August 6 – 24 Summer ESL Institute

August 13 – 24 Kaplan’s Summer SAT Bootcamp

Wednesday, August 22 Homestay Orientation
6:00 – 7:00 pm (required for all Homestay families)

Friday, August 24 Uniform Exchange  
     9:00an – 3:00pm

Monday, August 27 – 31 International Student Placement Tests

Tuesday, September 4 Orientation Day:
9:00am – 2:00pm Lower School Orientation

International Orientation
Middle & High School Orientation

Wednesday, September 5 First Day of School
     8:00am – 2:45pm

Uniform Donations
Graduates, returning and non–returning 
students are encouraged to donate to the 
Uniform Exchange. Please bring lightly used 
uniform pieces to the Main Office from 9:00am 
– 3:00pm on or before Friday, August 24.

Girls’ Volleyball Camp
There will be a week–long girls’ volleyball 
camp from Monday, August 27, through 
Friday, August 31, from 9:00am – 12 noon. The 
camp will take place at the new Dulles 
campus. Girls in 5th through 12th grade with 
an interest in joining the fall girls’ volleyball 
team are welcome to attend. They should 
bring water and wear appropriate clothing. 
For more information, please contact the Main 
Office at (703) 759-5100.
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End of Year Pictures
Hidden Pond Park

Last Day Yearbook Signing

Class Parties

Spring Musical

Spring Musical

Spring Musical

Kennedy Center Theatreworks at GMU

Marshall House

Theatreworks at GMU

Concert Band at the Kennedy Center
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Loudoun Heritage Farm Museum

Concert Band  
at Hersheypark

Harper’s Ferry

Loudoun Heritage Farm Museum

Harper’s Ferry
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Cardinals in Flight

Super Hero 5k and Kids Fun Run

Carter Polachek, Bee Sothy, Enoch 
Tan and Yilin Tan competed in the 
ACE National History Bee 
National finals in Atlanta, Georgia, 
on the first and second of June. 
The National History Bee 
consisted of intense buzzer–based 
rounds against students from all 
over the country. A number of our 
competitors made it to the 
championship rounds. We are 
especially proud of Bee Sothy, who 

placed 23rd and Yilin Tan, who placed 109th out of 450 
competing 7th grade students.
      Yilin Tan and Joseph Thoburn also qualified for the 
National Geography Olympiad in Atlanta, Georgia. The 
National Geography Olympiad consisted of a written exam 
in U.S. Geography and a buzzer–based competition for 
World Geography. 
      Our competitors were honored during the end of the year 
awards assembly for their hard work preparing for the 
national competition. We are very proud of each student who 
challenged themselves in the school bee, regional finals and 
national finals. We look forward to seeing how they do in 
next year’s National History Bee.  

FCS Students Hayden and 
Karsyn Weaver participated 
in the Loudoun County 
Chamber of Commerce Super 
Hero 5k and Kids Fun Run. 
Parents and children alike 
enjoyed a beautiful Sunday 
morning run and learning 
about the different family 
friendly businesses in the 
Loudoun area. A special 
guest at the event was our 
very own FCS Cardinal.
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Mr. David Buckley spent a career 
as a public servant focusing on 
conducting oversight, much of it 
in the defense and intelligence 
areas. He attended the Fairfax 
Christian School from first grade 
through to his graduation in 
1976. He fondly remembers his 
teachers, especially Ed Urban and 
the school’s founders, Mr. & Mrs. 
Robert Thoburn. The “rigor of 
FCS and the discipline and 
demand for self–discipline was 
remarkable.” The members of the 
school were like family. His 
experiences at FCS taught him 
values, honesty and integrity. Mr. 
Buckley also learned the 
importance of hard work and will 
tell you that his High School 
education at FCS was tougher 
than college and the equivalent of 
a Bachelor’s education if not a 
Master’s in some classes. He 

appreciates the personal care his 
teachers gave to help him 
academically. He said that his 
Bible teacher was outstanding 
and he is grateful to have had the 
uncommon opportunity to study 
subjects like Economics, Latin 
and to learn English using the 
McGuffey Readers. He recalls 
how his six years of German at 
FCS paid off when he was 
stationed in Germany with the 
Air Force.
      He enlisted on active duty 
with the Air Force in 1976, 
specializing in investigations. He 
continued service with the Air 
Force Office of Special 
Investigations as a civilian in 
1984, working for three years 
before moving to the Senate 
Permanent Subcommittee on 
Investigations under then–
Chairman Sam Nunn. 
      Following eight years on the 
Subcommittee, including time as 
chief investigator, Mr. Buckley 
worked as the special assistant to 
the Inspector General of the 
Department of Defense, at the 
General Accounting Office and at 
the Treasury Department for 
seven years, mostly as Assistant 
Inspector General for 
Investigations. Mr. Buckley then 
served from 2005 to 2007 as the 
minority staff director of the 
House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence. As 

such, he had a purview of the 
entire intelligence community, 
including the CIA and developed 
an understanding from the 
Congressional point of view of 
the important relationship that 
Committees have with the CIA 
Inspector General.
      Mr. Buckley was 
Presidentially appointed and 
confirmed by the U.S. Senate to 
serve as the CIA Inspector 
General in 2010 and served in 
that role until 2015.
      Currently, Buckley is a 
Managing Director in KPMG’s 
Federal Practice, specializing in 
investigations, forensic and risk 
mitigation strategies concerning 
fraud, waste, abuse, ethics and 
related matters for clients. David 
has spent much of his more than 
40 year career mitigating threats 
for major federal agencies. 
      Mr. Buckley credits the Fairfax 
Christian School for having “set 
him on the right path personally 
and professionally.” “[As a 
student] you have no idea how 
you are being shaped.” His 
advice to the next generation of 
students is to “Let life stretch 
you. Don’t try to fit inside the 
box.” The Fairfax Christian 
School is so proud of the great 
heights that Mr. Buckley has 
achieved and we look forward to 
seeing what he will do next.

Alumni Feature: David B. Buckley

Alumni News
Coming in our fall Cardinal, there will be a new section with news and announcements from FCS 

Alumni. We would love to hear about graduations, weddings, births and more. Send your 
announcements to info@StudyFCS.com.



  !8

Teacher Feature: Dr. Walter Hays

After seventeen years of service, 
Dr. Walter Hays is retiring from 
our FCS faculty. 
      Dr. Hays joined the FCS staff 
in 2001, after working for the 
United States Geological Survey 
(USGS) for twenty–six years. Dr. 
Hays has appeared on CNN as 
an expert on the science behind 
earthquakes to provide  
comments and insights on 
natural disasters dozens of 
times. In his time with the 
school, Dr. Hays has taught a 
wide array of classes ranging 
from Physics, Advanced 
Mathematics, Business Math, 
Algebra and Geometry to Earth 
Science and Chemistry. 
      Dr. Hays and his wife Sylvia 
have built a life here in Reston, a 
life together that started when 
they met in a small town in 
Texas. They are proud parents of 
two daughters and two 
grandchildren. His strong 
Christian convictions have 
played a role in every facet of 
his life and contributed to his 
great success as a teacher.
      He deeply cared about each 
student and had the ability to 
recognize and appreciate their 
different gifts and talents. He 

encouraged students to interact 
in the classroom and work as a 
team with their peers. He also 
enjoyed drilling challenging 
concepts, often stopping his 
students between classes to 
make sure they truly 
remembered what they had 
learned. He hosted numerous 
science assemblies discussing 
the nature of natural disasters 
like Hurricane Katrina and the 
relief efforts in the community. 
His passion for current events 
and experience with USGS 
enabled him to share in depth 
the impact of Hawaii’s Kilauea 
Volcano and the exploration  
of Marrs.
      Over his many years with 
us, he has had the privilege of 
seeing a few of his students 
graduate from FCS, attend 
college and return as members 
of our faculty and 
administration. Since he 
simultaneously taught at FCS 
and George Mason University 
for eight years, he has 
sometimes taught the same 
students in high school and 
their college courses 
successively.

      Many FCS alumni have 
looked back with gratitude at 
the personal care and attention 
that Dr. Hays gave to their 
spiritual and academic growth. 
His active faith in the classroom 
served as a reminder of why we 
are here and how there is beauty 
in science. He would share Bible 
verses about the heavens and 
the depths of the Earth to 
remind his students of God’s 
incredible creation. He 
frequently opened his class in 
prayer and took an active role  
in celebrating student 
accomplishments. 
      We are deeply grateful for all 
of the lives that Dr. Hays 
has enriched while he was with 
us and we wish him the best in 
his retirement. 

The Cardinal is published quarterly.


