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Spring 2019

Congratulations Graduates!  
The graduating class of 2019 is 
already making a splash. Our class 
Valedictorian, Margaret Grigsby, will 
be attending the University of 
Richmond on a scholarship. Some of 
the other schools that our seniors 
were accepted to include: Boston 
University, Michigan State, 
Northeastern University, Ohio State, 
Penn State, Purdue University, 
Rutgers University, University of 
Virginia, University of Washington 
and Virginia Tech.

2019 Graduates
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News & Events 
Friday. The first two sessions are open to rising High School 
students; the last two sessions are open to rising Middle 
School students. For details contact the Main Office.

Summer Basketball Camps 
There will be six, one–week sessions from June 10 – July 26. 
Sessions are open to boys and girls, ages 7 – 16. Camp 
hours are from 9:00am – 4:00pm, Monday through 
Friday. The camp features basketball instruction from 
Coach James Parker, Jr., in cooperation with the Premier 
Youth Basketball League.
Kaplan SAT In–Person Prep Course  
The Fairfax Christian School and Kaplan have teamed up to 
provide a SAT prep course this summer. The session is from 
July 23 – August 17, on Tuesdays from 6:00 – 9:45 pm and 
Saturdays from 9:00am – 12:00pm. The course is designed 
to prepare students for the August 24, 2019, SAT test. 

Summer Intensive English Institute  
There will be three, one–week sessions from July 29 
– August 16. Classes are open to Middle and High 
School international students. Class hours are from 
9:00am – 3:00pm, Monday through Friday. Our 
summer IEI classes are designed to quickly increase 
students’ English skills.
Summer Day Camps 
There will be ten, one–week camp sessions from 
June 10 – August 16. Sessions are open to students 
ages 3 – 12. Camp hours are from 8:00am – 3:30pm, 
Monday through Friday. Extended day hours are 
available until 6:30pm.

Girls’ Volleyball Camp 
There will be four, one–week sessions from July 29 –
August 23, from 9:00am – 12 noon, Monday through

Summer is just around the corner! As many of you 
know, rising Third through Twelfth Grade students 
are expected to participate in the school’s summer 
reading program.

Our students can earn extra credit in their English 
class by completing up to four book reports. Each 
report submitted at the beginning of the school year 
counts as five extra credit points for one quarter.

Each book report should reflect that the student’s 
understanding of the book. Rising Third through 
Sixth Grade students will write a 200–word report for 
each book read. Rising Seventh through Twelfth 

Grade students are required to write 500 words. All book reports should include information on the setting, 
time period, characters and plot, as well as the student’s opinion of the book as a whole.

Reading helps students avoid learning loss during vacation and prepare for the academic rigors of the next 
school year. Students reading consistently at an appropriate challenge level often experience a “learning leap” 
at the start of the next school year.

A good book helps to pass the time on long car trips and plane rides. Physical copies of books give students a 
more “hands–on” reading experience; e–books are available on many platforms and frequently offer in–app 
features such as dictionaries and digital highlighting or bookmarks.

Read to learn and read for fun! It’s the easiest way to get ahead for the 2019–2020 school year.

Contact the Main Office to request the reading list or find it in JupiterEd under Materials/School Office.

Plan Your Summer Reading
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Spring Musical

Science Fair
On Thursday, April 4, the Fairfax Christian School 
hosted its annual Science Fair. After hours of careful 
planning and hard work, the students presented their 
results. Experiments were related to magnetism, thermal 
insulation and so much more. This event offered 
students hands–on engagement in the 
scientific process. Whether testing a 
hypothesis, outlining a procedure or 
compiling results, participants were 
called upon to marshal their 
knowledge in fresh new ways. We 
were excited to have thirteen entries 
ranging from fifth to twelfth grade.
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Spotlight the Arts

Concert Band  
at the National Symphony Orchestra

This event celebrating the arts has been a 
tradition at the school for a long time. 
The program features the different 
divisions of our Music and Arts 
programs: Lower School Recorder Choir, 
Middle School Concert Band, Fife & 
Drum Corps and Music Ensemble. In 
addition, solo piano performances were 
given by students from Lower through 
High School.  Along with the 
Performing Arts, we hosted our annual 
Art Contest featuring original pieces by 
students across all grades.
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The Varsity Girls’ Soccer team had a great 
season this spring, finishing second in 
regular season play with only one loss. The 
girls played well together and supported 
one another both on and off the field. Not 
only did they grow as a team, but they each 
grew individually, challenging one another 
both spiritually and physically. 
Congratulations on a great season ladies! A 
special congratulations to our seniors! We 
wish you all the best and 
will miss each of you!

Varsity Girls’ Soccer

Fife & Drum Corps at Mount Vernon
On April 10, our Fife and Drum Corps visited Mount Vernon, the historic home of George Washington. While 
there, the students took insightful tours of the grounds, mansion and museum, connecting with American 
history. After touring Mount Vernon, the students 
had the privilege of performing outside on the 
lawn in front of the mansion. Visitors were 
thrilled and the students enjoyed the opportunity 
to give a live public performance and display 
their talents to the community.

Varsity Seniors



Mr. Benjamin Garber joined FCS in the fall of 2018 as a High School 
teacher. The fourth of seven children, he was homeschooled all the 
way through high school and went on to graduate from George 
Mason University. He then went to Mexico for a year to serve 
alongside a missionary family that had been there for twenty years.

Mr. Garber's specialty is Mathematics. In addition, he has a passion 
for English and Philosophy. He attends Chantilly Bible Church, 
participates in the Spanish-language Sunday School class and sings 

in the choir. In his spare time, he enjoys playing strategy games, reading traditional books, 
listening to music and talking with his friends.

Teacher Feature: Mr. Benjamin Garber

We Hosted Our  
Spring Ball in Honor of

the Class of 2019
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The spring season for the Middle 
School Boys’ Flag Football team has 
just concluded. The team consisted 
of players ranging from fifth grade 
through eighth grade and was a 
combination of FCS, CCS and HHS 
students. The team had many great 
and close games this season and was 
able to finish the end-of-the-season 
tournament in fourth place. The 
most important part of the season 
was that the team made great 
improvements as a whole, as did the 
boys individually. “I am extremely 
proud of the effort, teamwork and 
success of these hard working boys. 
Two of our 8th grade team leaders, 

Carter Polachek and Jonathan Caffrey, really pulled the team together this year and will be missed 
in the 2020 season,” said Coach Thurston.
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Middle School Boys’ Flag Football

This was a spectacular season for Middle School Girls’ Soccer. The team was comprised of six 
returning players and ten players new to Soccer. They practiced hard, worked together as a team 

and improved with every 
game. Their efforts were 
inspiring. In the final 
chapter of the season they 
defeated the regular season 
co–champion, earning them 
a chance to play for the 
NVIAC Championship. The 
girls finished 2nd in the 
conference. We are proud of 
how far this team has come 
and have confidence in their 
continued success.

Middle School Girls’ Soccer
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Logan Hyslop, a Fairfax Christian School sophomore, 
has been accepted into Harvard’s Pre-College 
Program. He will take a two–week, 
noncredit psychology course, “First Impressions: the 
Psychology of Attribution” on the Harvard campus 
in Boston. His application, which included his PSAT 
scores, transcripts and four short essays, was 
accepted after a competitive selection process. He 
will live in on–campus housing around Harvard 
Square, a short walk from his classes. Logan’s 
maturity, academic motivation and performance 
earned him the opportunity to take part in this 
unique experience. Congratulations to Logan and his 
parents. Opportunities like these are the consequence 
of careful planning, preparation and hard work. We 
are so proud of you. 

Student Feature: Logan Hyslop

Miss Michelah Brown attended the Fairfax Christian 
School starting with Kindergarten in 2002 and 
through sixth grade in 2008. “Being able to take 
advantage of the French courses offered at Fairfax 
Christian School gave me so many opportunities in 
life. I was able to perform in a play in French in Paris 
at the age of sixteen. I taught French in Haiti, and I 
now have a French Masters Degree,” remarked Miss 
Brown. 

She recently graduated cum laude from the American 
University of Paris with a French Masters Degree in 
Global Communications. She currently is finishing a 
contract with Trace Urban, a French television 
network devoted to urban contemporary music 
videos. We are so proud of her accomplishments and 
look forward to seeing her future success.

This section features news and announcements from FCS Alumni. We would love to hear about 
graduations, weddings, births and more. Send your announcements to Williams@StudyFCS.com.

Michelah Brown
Alumni News


