
and organize their thoughts. 
University admissions and 
Advanced Placement tests often 
require handwritten sections. The 
inability to write in cursive can 
seriously hamper a student’s 
success on these tests.

There is also a concrete value in 
knowing how to read cursive. 
Historic documents, like the 
Declaration in Independence and 
the United States Constitution, 
are written in cursive. The value 
is also practical. Most American 
adults write in cursive. The 
inability to read cursive will 
preclude employment at doctors’ 
offices or law firms. It is an  
essential communication tool.

Cursive is a beautiful and 
practical art. It is essential for 
students to learn it, use it and see 
its benefits.

— Jo Thoburn

Many government schools which 
have adopted Common Core, 
and even some private schools 
following their lead, have 
dropped cursive writing from 
their curriculum. This tragedy 
involves more than just 
penmanship. It affects how well 
students learn, think and write.

“Cursive writing helps train the 
brain to integrate visual, and 
tactile information, and fine 
motor dexterity,” states Dr. 
William Klemm of Psychology 
Today. “School systems, driven by 
ill-informed ideologues and 
federal mandate, are becoming 
obsessed with testing knowledge 
at the expense of training kids to 
develop better capacity for 
acquiring knowledge.”

Penmanship is a foundational 
skill which allows students to 
acquire skills and integrate 
knowledge in reading, spelling,

composition, critical thinking 
and memory. Brain scans have 
shown that when students write 
in cursive they use both 
hemispheres of their brain and 
activate the regions involved 
in thinking, language and 
working memory. Writing in 
print and typing do not have the 
same effects.

Studies in Psychological Science 
have shown that students who 
write their class notes by hand 
have a higher retention rate than 
those who type their notes; 
higher retention shortens the 
time needed to review for tests. 
Researchers have also found that 
students who learn and use 
cursive writing have higher 
grades and long-term academic 
success.

Writing in cursive is faster than 
printing. Students can get their 
ideas on the page more quickly
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Parent Visitation Day
On Veterans Day (Wednesday, November 11), 
parents, guardians and grandparents are invited to 
attend Parent Visitation Day from 8:30am to 11:30am. 
This is an opportunity to observe part of your child’s 
school day here at FCS.

Fall Concert
The annual Fall Concert will take place on Tuesday, 
November 24th, at Providence Baptist Church
(8980 Brook Road, McLean, VA 22102). This event 
will feature a variety of performances by our Lower 
School students, Concert Band, Music Ensemble, 
A Cappella Choir and the Fife and Drum Corps. 
The concert will begin at 7:00pm. Student musicians 
should arrive at 6:30pm. All FCS parents, guardians 
and students are welcome to attend.

Fall Sports Assembly
The Fall Sports Assembly will be held on 
Wednesday, November 25th.

Thanksgiving Break
FCS will be closed on Thursday, November 26th, 
and Friday, November 27th, for Thanksgiving.

Tuesday Tours
FCS conducts campus tours for potential families 
every Tuesday at 9:00am. Please help spread the 
word and tell your friends, family, co-workers and 
acquaintances to come to a tour and learn about 
FCS. Private tours and consultations are available 
by appointment by contacting the Main Office by 
phone at 703-759-5100 or by email at 
secretary@fairfaxchristianschool.com.

News & Events 
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On Election Day, members of our Teen Age Republican club and other High School 
students served our community by volunteering at Fairfax County polling stations.

mailto:secretary@fairfaxchristianschool.com
mailto:secretary@fairfaxchristianschool.com
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Fire Truck Visit
Lower School students enjoyed the annual visit from our local firemen, 

who demonstrated their equipment and showed the children
 both the inside and the outside of their fire truck.
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topics of classroom math and 
science to real-world problems
and applications. He believes that 
students become more highly

motivated when they see 
the value of the subjects 
which they are learning 
and mastering.

What prompted Dr. Genter
to pursue a teaching career 
was the knowledge that his 
contributions to the field of 
engineering, many and 
advanced as they are, will 
be updated, replaced or 
made obsolete as the field 
continues to progress. 
“Our real contributions of 
value will be how we have 
impacted the lives of 
others,” he says. “I hope to 

make such contributions at FCS 
by teaching my students and 
inspiring them to identify their 
strengths and interests.”

Dr. Genter values the Christian 
worldview from which we 
teach academics at the Fairfax 
Christian School. He believes 
that the student body at FCS is 
exceptional, both morally and 
academically.

The Fairfax Christian School 
welcomes Dr. Wayne Genter 
to our distinguished faculty. 
He is presently teaching 
High School classes in AP 
Physics, Linear Algebra and 
Advanced Math.

Dr. Genter has an extensive 
background in the sciences. 
He earned both bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in 
science with a Ph.D. from 
Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute. He holds several 
patents and has made 
technical publications in the 
areas of queueing analysis, 
speech processing, aircraft 
communication, 
multidimensional digital signal 
processing, aircraft navigation 
and surveillance. He has figured 
prominently in many 
international telecommunication 
and avionic standards 
organizations.

As a career engineer, Dr. Genter 
is well equipped to relate the

Students in Middle School 
learn about the science of 
biology hands-on in our 
laboratory. Pictured here 
are students performing, 
observing and recording 
their dissection of a frog.

Real Science

“Our real contributions 
of value will be how 
we have impacted the 
lives of others.”

Teacher Feature: Dr. Wayne L. Genter


